
Being taken for a ride?In the months leading up to September 2001, afteryears of plotting, a small team made �nal preparations.Then, the atta
k. The Home O�
e's grand s
heme,Blunkett's vision: Entitlement Cards.Ever sin
e war-time ID 
ards were abolished in 1952,elements of the 
ivil servi
e had been trying to reinstatenational registration � �rst introdu
ed to Britain in1915 to aid 
ons
ription. This time the intentions weredisguised by talk of entitlement, but press and publi
refused to a

ept the �Entitlement Card� spin.The Home O�
e introdu
ed its Identity Cards Bill toParliament. In fa
t, most of the bill was 
on
erned with
reating a vast surveillan
e database to re
ord personalinformation about ea
h of us; 
reating new o�en
es; andproviding new powers for the Se
retary of State. The
ards themselves barely got a mention; a mere pretext.Civil liberties groups were horri�ed. A new 
ampaignwas formed � NO2ID � to stop ID 
ards and the databasestate. You have probably heard of us.We are the ones warning that the Home O�
e wantsto �ngerprint you like a 
riminal and s
an your irises;� that you will be 
alled to an interrogation and
ompulsory registration when you apply for a passportor other �designated do
ument�;� that after registration you will be liable for a �ne ofup to ¿1,000 every time you fail to notify the authoritiesof a 
hange of 
ir
umstan
e;� that everyone will be required to give details ofall their residen
es, so the database will learn abouteveryone you ever live with;� that every time your identity is 
he
ked, it willbe logged in the register � re
ording whi
h 
lini
s youattend, with whom you bank, where and when you applyfor 
redit;� that you will have no 
ontrol over who 
an a

essyour �le, 
ontaining all these data that Ministers rou-tinely des
ribe as �basi
� personal information.It is all there in the Identity Cards A
t, whi
h MPs�nally put on the statute book in 2006.Vi
tims of domesti
 abuse seeking refuge won't beable to hide their addresses from the register; nor 
rimevi
tims; nor witnesses in 
riminal 
ases; nor those justseeking a bit of priva
y.Here in S
otland, polls indi
ate that two thirds ofpeople are opposed to the national ID s
heme. Wouldyou sign up for one of Blunkett's Entitlement Cards �an ID 
ard linked to a vast intrusive database?What would enti
e you not to resist, to give up yourpriva
y without a �ght? A free bus ride, perhaps?To popular a

laim, the S
ottish Exe
utive introdu
edfree nationwide bus travel for pensioners. All they hadto do was return their old bus pass and sign up for a newS
ottish Entitlement Card. Well, why not? What's thedi�eren
e?On
e upon a time it was su�
ient to show a pass tothe driver while boarding a bus. It will soon be routinefor pensioners and young S
ots to swipe the EntitlementCard while the driver re
ords the destination, as alreadyhappens in Shetland.

As a 
onvenien
e measure, the S
ottish EntitlementCard 
an also be used to a

ess other servi
es, su
h aslibraries � where they do, of 
ourse, have to re
ord whi
hbooks are taken out.The 
ards 
an also be used to a

ess leisure servi
es �where it is useful for a re
ord to be kept of fa
ility usageto help with resour
e allo
ation.There will be a re
ords of where you travel, what youread, what you do in your spare time. All these re
ordswill be tied together by the number on your EntitlementCard, the index to a �Citizens A

ount�. An a

ountis being 
reated for every person in S
otland. Thereare undoubtedly good reasons for re
ording all of thesedata, but do we really want databases to know so mu
habout us? It was never previously ne
essary for thegovernment to tra
k the movements of pensioners. Whowill have a

ess to these data? What will they do withthe information?The Registrar General has re
ently a
quired somenew powers � from Se
tion 57 of the Lo
al Ele
toralAdministration and Registration Servi
es (S
otland) A
t2006. There was a publi
 
onsultation on many aspe
tsof this bill, but Se
tion 57 was inserted after that had
on
luded; without further 
onsultation.The General Register O�
e asked for Se
tion 57after dis
ussing Citizens A

ounts with o�
ials fromthe UK Identity and Passport Servi
e � the departmentresponsible for implementing the UK National IdentityRegister; shortly after the S
ottish Parliament voted toensure that ID 
ards would not be required for a

ess todevolved servi
es. What powers does it give them?The powers are simple. Se
tion 57 sweeps awaythe long established rules of 
on�dentiality and rule-of-law that prote
t priva
y. It says that the RegistrarGeneral 
an re
ord any information about you and shareit with anyone, or words to that e�e
t, all withoutParliamentary oversight. It is a re
ipe for promis
uoususe of your personal data by publi
 bodies.Citizens A

ounts will form part of a de fa
to popula-tion register re
ording the details of our lives. A S
ottishIdentity Register.There is a further danger. Notwithstanding Se
tion57, the Identity Cards A
t gives the Se
retary of Statethe power to appropriate data held by any publi
 bodyto populate the National Identity Register. If there is are
ord of your journeys, reading preferen
es and leisureuse, it 
an all �nd its way on to the National IdentityRegister.NO2ID are not opposed to free bus travel or li-brary 
ards, but these Citizens A

ounts are beingimplemented without regard for basi
 data prote
tionprin
iples. The S
ottish Government has a duty toprote
t our priva
y. Until it does, I would not adviseanyone to a

ept an Entitlement Card.What pri
e a free bus pass? To journey blindlytowards a database state? Prote
t your priva
y: sayno to ID. www.NO2ID.net.Geraint Bevan � NO2ID S
otland � First published in Herald So
iety � 11 September 2007


